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JUDICIAL OVERREACH 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to discuss my disappointment at 
the judicial overreach by my home 
State’s supreme court this past Friday. 

In a 6–1 vote, the radical Kansas 
courts ruled the State’s constitution 
guarantees unlimited rights to an abor-
tion. This verdict came in response to 
a 2015 State law that prohibits per-
forming a dismemberment abortion 
procedure in the second trimester, ex-
cept when necessary to save the life of 
the mother. Two doctors who per-
formed this barbaric and painful proce-
dure in the second trimester of preg-
nancy have challenged the law. 

As someone who has dedicated my 
career to bringing life into this world 
and has delivered 5,000 babies in my 
home State of Kansas, please forgive 
me and allow me to be graphic for just 
a moment. 

This horrid procedure literally tears 
the live baby apart limb by limb in the 
womb and then evacuates the dis-
membered baby body parts one at a 
time from the uterus. Then the person 
who performs the procedure pieces 
these parts back together to make sure 
they have removed the entire baby. 
This very pain-capable baby literally 
bleeds to death to end its life. 

Sadly, the method is used today in 95 
percent of second trimester abortions, 
even though the child’s heart is beat-
ing and the baby is breathing and, as I 
said earlier, is quite capable of feeling 
pain. It is despicable, and this proce-
dure should be banned nationwide. 

It sickens me to the core that the 
Kansas Supreme Court violated the 
sanctity of life and voted to deny the 
rights of the unborn in our State. 

Today, I call upon our State legisla-
tors to quickly pass a constitutional 
amendment that overrules and protects 
these precious babies. 

Many of us have fought our whole life 
to defend the unborn. Now, we must all 
fight harder than ever. I ask for you to 
fight alongside me. 

f 

HONORING REV. DR. CHARLES E. 
BOOTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I 
know that Representative JOYCE 
BEATTY would join me today in what I 
am about to say. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a great 
American and a distinguished man of 
God, the Reverend Dr. Charles E. 
Booth. Dr. Booth transitioned from 
this earthly plain on Saturday, March 
23, 2019, after a valiant battle with can-
cer. 

Dr. Booth’s life and mine moved 
along many of the same paths. 
Through those shared experiences, we 
developed a deep personal bond. 

He was born in my hometown of Bal-
timore, Maryland, on February 4, 1947, 

to Hazel Willis Booth and William W. 
Booth. He attended the same high 
school as I did, Baltimore City College 
High School in Baltimore. We also at-
tended the same college, Howard Uni-
versity. 

Dr. Booth went on to earn a master’s 
of divinity degree from Eastern Theo-
logical Seminary in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. He then earned a doc-
torate of ministry degree from United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. 

As a testament to his commitment to 
Christian education, Dr. Booth served 
as a member of the board of trustees of 
that institution from 2011 until his re-
cent passing. 

At the age of 23, Dr. Booth pastored 
his first church, St. Paul’s Baptist 
Church in West Chester, Pennsylvania. 
In 1978, he became pastor of Mount Oli-
vet Baptist Church in Columbus, Ohio, 
where he remained the faithful leader 
for 41 years. 

Dr. Booth proudly made Columbus 
his home, but he never forgot his roots. 
He visited Baltimore often to preach at 
various churches and spend time with 
family and friends. In fact, he preached 
revival services each year in my own 
church, the New Psalmist Baptist 
Church, where Dr. Bishop Walter Scott 
Thomas, Sr., is the pastor. When I was 
not in Washington, I was at church to 
listen to his prolific sermons. 

As the son of two preachers, I under-
stand the power of the preached word, 
and Dr. Booth could deliver like none 
other. They often called him a preach-
ing machine. He had a commanding 
presence in the pulpit with his tow-
ering stature and baritone voice. He 
studied the Bible voraciously and had 
the uncanny ability to make Biblical 
text relevant to the issues we face 
today in our daily lives. At a time 
when people are turning away from 
traditional religion, Dr. Booth made 
Christianity accessible and inspired 
people to deepen their faith. 

Dr. Booth was a pastor’s pastor. He 
traveled the world to preach the gos-
pel, and he was tremendously respected 
by his peers. He found joy in mentoring 
young preachers and made time to lis-
ten to their concerns and offer his 
counsel. 

In 2011, Dr. Booth founded the 
Charles E. Booth Preaching Con-
ference, which focuses on the tenets of 
keeping passion in one’s preaching, 
Christ-centered preaching in contem-
porary life, building relationships with 
preachers, strengthening the preacher’s 
devotional life, and remaining true to 
the sermonic ingredients of informa-
tion and inspiration. 

Education was central to Dr. Booth’s 
life. Not only was he continually learn-
ing, but he also encouraged others to 
use education as a key to open doors of 
opportunity. In 1994, he founded the 
Gloria S. Friend Academy, a fully ac-
credited elementary school at his 
church that emphasized academic ex-
cellence and cultural enrichment cen-
tered on African American history. Dr. 
Booth also authored several books fo-
cused on Christian education. 

A pillar in his community, Dr. Booth 
used his position as a faith leader to be 
a strong voice for the voiceless. He 
worked tirelessly to help create solu-
tions to issues such as poverty, home-
lessness, unemployment, and access to 
quality healthcare. 

As I mourn the loss of my friend, I 
am comforted by the inspiring legacy 
he leaves for all of us. In the New Tes-
tament book of Titus, the Apostle Paul 
writes: ‘‘Show yourself in all respects 
to be a model of good works, and in 
your teaching show integrity, dignity, 
and sound speech.’’ 

Dr. Booth lived this creed. Through 
his example, he encouraged everyone 
he encountered to do the same. 

He leaves to mourn his wonderful 
wife, Crystal. He was a tremendous 
blessing to his family, his church, his 
Nation, and, indeed, the world. 

He will be sorely missed, but we give 
great thanks that God allowed our 
lives to eclipse with his. 

f 

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, as 
we approach Teacher Appreciation 
Week, I would like to recognize an ex-
traordinary educator in Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, who is making a dif-
ference in the lives of our community’s 
young people. 

George Daka, a U.S. history teacher 
at Bensalem High School, was recently 
selected as an honoree for the 13th an-
nual Teacher as Hero Awards. Later 
this month, George will receive his 
award at the National Liberty Museum 
in Philadelphia alongside 11 other out-
standing educators from Pennsylvania 
and Delaware. 

George sees his job as more than just 
teaching his students about history, 
and he seeks to inspire them about our 
Nation’s rich traditions. We applaud 
George on this well-deserved award, 
and we wish him and his family all the 
best. 

We would also like to thank Kathryn 
Hinshaw, an English teacher at 
Bensalem High School, for nominating 
George for this well-deserved honor. 
CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY OF MARJORIE 

BURTIS 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to recognize the 100th birth-
day of a Bucks County resident who is 
sharing her talent and creativity with 
others. 

Last month, Langhorne resident 
Marjorie Burtis celebrated her incred-
ible milestone with more than 100 fam-
ily members and friends. 

This was no ordinary birthday cele-
bration, however. It also served as the 
unveiling of Marjorie’s new art exhibit 
at the Bucks County Visitor Center. 

Despite her many life experiences, 
Marjorie discovered her passion for wa-
tercolor painting merely 12 years ago 
after taking an art class. Since that 
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